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Hedge Funds Care Grantee Profile - Cayman Islands Crisis Centre
Almost a year after Hedge Funds Care (Cayman) funding was provided to six local organisations with a mandate to treat and eradicate child abuse and neglect in the Cayman Islands, a report is being compiled to gauge the successes of the various programmes.
One of the grantees, the Cayman Islands Crisis Centre (CICC) has made strides in the development of effective child abuse treatment and prevention initiatives due to funding provided by Hedge Funds Care Cayman (HFCC.) 

The 2006 grant from HFCC enabled the CICC to hire child protection specialist Carol Graham as a Community Programme Reach Education Coordinator. Mrs. Graham has brought a range of valuable experience to the CICC, having previously worked as a Child Protection Social Worker and Family Reunification officer in Alaska. She has also acted as a ‘Guardian ad Litem,’ representing the interests of children in court and worked with severely emotionally disturbed children.

Reaching the Community
In her role at the CICC,  with 60% of her salary funded by the Hedge Funds Care Cayman, a significant part of Mrs. Graham’s time is spent visiting schools, churches, private organisations, and prisons to provide educational workshops to members of the community on child abuse, and to teach children how to protect themselves.
“The Children Speak Quilt” 

Mrs. Graham has also been involved in an HFCC-funded project, run by the National Gallery, called “The Children Speak” Quilt. As part of this project, Mrs. Graham visited over 400 children in different areas of the community - including public and private schools, Fairbanks Prison, Eagle House, and the Bonaventure Home - to speak about child abuse and to ask those willing to participate to represent their feelings on a section of a quilt. These pieces have been put together to create two quilts. The second quiltwas on display at the ‘Art of the Governors’ on January 27th.
The goal of “The Children Speak” project is to provide awareness and education to children in Cayman with the ultimate goal of preventing child abuse and encouraging open communication with those who can help; to allow healing through the artistic process of creating a quilt; and to become a permanent visual reminder that the Cayman community will not tolerate child neglect and abuse.

The CICC revealed, through its interviews with the children who participated in the project, that there are more incidences of abuse in Cayman than officially recognised, with almost half of the children indicating that they had been or knew someone abused. This discovery has highlighted the need to introduce mandatory reporting systems in Cayman, where anonymity can be assured.  Dr. Bart Grossman, an academic with the University of California Berkeley sits on the HFCC grant selection board was clear about this in his presentation at the last Hedge Funds Care fundraising dinner held in November 2006.  “Without the assurance of anonymity, a mandatory reporting system will never work, especially in a small community such as Cayman”.  
Mrs. Graham says the initiative has also enabled the CICC to strengthen its relationships in the community which it can to continue to build on. For example, through ongoing sessions with children who have been abused, the CICC hopes to build their trust so that they might speak freely about the abuse, which in the long term, will assist in their healing process. This will also give the organisation a greater insight into child abuse in Cayman and then help determine ways to prevent it.
Protecting Our Children

Currently Mrs. Graham’s work focuses on teaching young children how to protect themselves. She feels however that it is also important to empower adults by showing them what they can do to help. Mrs. Graham commented: “One of the first reasons children do not tell others if they have been abused is that they don’t think that anyone will do anything about it and secondly they are worried about being ostracised. It is only by adults taking action that they can show that child abuse is not acceptable and should be stopped.” 

It is for this reason, Mrs. Graham plans to launch a new programme this year called “7 Steps To Protecting Our Children” which gives adults guidelines of how to prevent, recognise and react responsibly to signals of child abuse. 

Collaboration with Other Organizations

As Community Programme Reach Education Coordinator, Mrs. Graham also works with several organisations, such as the Department of Child and Family Services and the CAYS Foundation, on a number of child protection initiatives. According to Mrs. Graham, collaboration among local organisations is essential if Cayman is to make good headway in preventing and treating child abuse. She commented: “By expanding our reach into the community and making a safety net, together we will see more success and more children who have experienced life without abuse.”
Mrs. Graham’s plan for 2007 is to continue to develop the CICC outreach service, in partnership with other organisations, and to introduce more outreach awareness and support programmes to ensure those that need help are not alone.  “Hedge Funds Care (Cayman) has enabled all of these initiatives to be launched in Cayman.  Without the generous support of the hedge funds industry here these projects would not be realised and we are all grateful for it”.
About CICC 
The Cayman Islands Crisis Centre is the only shelter in Cayman for women and children who are the victims of domestic abuse. The centre not only provides a temporary home for its clients but also counseling, education and support. For more information on the CICC, call 943-2422 (943-CICC,) open 24 hours a day
About Hedge Funds Care

Hedge fund industry professionals established Hedge Funds Care (HFC), a charitable organisation focused on assisting young victims of abuse, in 1998.  Since that time, chapters have opened in New York, San Francisco, Chicago, Atlanta, Boston, Denver, Toronto, Cayman and most recently in London.  The Cayman Committee of Hearts has representation by Ogier, Deloitte, Ernst & Young, PwC, KPMG, Walkers, Appleby Hunter Bailhache, dms Management, Citco, Maples and Calder, UBS and Rawlinson & Hunter.
Every year following an annual fundraising event, a number of HFCC grants are allocated to community organisations in Cayman to support child abuse treatment and prevention initiatives. For more information about HFC, visit www.hedgefundscare.org or locally, please contact Denise Gower at Ogier 949 9876 or by email at denise.gower@ogier.com.
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